Suggested Guidelines for Appropriate Instruction

Elements of Instruction Evidence of Effectiveness Other Evidence of
Effectiveness
Documented Curriculum School district has a written curriculum that is aligned with State content expectations. At least 80% of all of
the school district’s
Core/Intervention Curriculum | Materials systematically teach and review skills and have scientific-research evidence of effectiveness. students within' a
Materials (See worksheet for Evaluating Explicit Instruction and Systematic Curriculum) grade are meeting

district or state

Reading Instruct;lon e.mphasmes the following big ideas: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and standards after being

comprehension. instructed with the
What Math Instruction emphasizes the following big ideas: conceptual understanding, computational and procedural district’s core
fluency, fact fluency and problem solving skills. instructional
— - - - - - - rogram.

Writing Instruction emphasizes the following areas: basic mechanics and conventions, the content aspects of prog

writing that convey meaning, and higher-level cognitive processes involved in planning and revising. At least 80% of
Oral Expression students using an
Listening Comprehension intervention within

the school have
showed improved
progress.

Teacher Qualifications Teacher meets NCLB highly qualified standards and has been trained to use the curriculum materials.

Observations of

How Instructional When teaching new skills, teacher uses explicit instructional techniques. interventions during
Techniques/Strategies the evaluation period
Differentiated/Tiered Students are provided with the appropriate intensity of instruction to meet their individual needs. All indicate that they are

Instruction students receive core instruction, some students receive targeted, strategic instruction, a few students being implemented
receive targeted intensive instruction. with fidelity.
Fidelity of Instructional There is documentation that the core and intervention programs are implemented with fidelity.
Implementation
Assessments/Use of Data School screens all students three times a year to assess their progress. Students receiving strategic
interventions are assessed weekly/monthly with formative assessments (e.g., progress monitoring tests) and
students receiving intensive interventions (through general or special education) are assessed weekly.
Schools regularly use assessment data to evaluate their instructional programs and modify accordingly.
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